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SUBJECT: TROUBLE FLARES BETWEEN BLACKS AND TAXI DRIVERS 

1. TROUBLE FLARED BETWEEN BLACKS AND WHITE TAXI DRIVERS EVENINGS 
MAY 27 AND 28. MILITARY INTERVENED QUICKLY AND IN FORCE; MADE 
RELATIVELY FEW ARRESTS. NO ONE APPARENTLY HURT. FOLLOWING 
SEVERAL ENCOUNTERS MAY 27, HOWEVER, MOTORCADE OF TAXIS CAREENED 
OFF TO PALACE. THEN TO MILITARY HEADQUARTERS WHERE MFA OFFICERS 
FINALLY SUCEEDED IN CALMING THEM DOWN. EPISODE LASTED ABOUT TWO 
HOURS FROM START TO FINISH. ONE INCIDENT REPORTED MAY 28, QUICKLY 
QUELLED BY MPS. 

2. BLACKS AND TAXI DRIVERS ARE TRADITIONAL ENEMIES HERE. TAXI 
DRIVERS ARE FREQUENT TARGETS OF ASSAULT, ROBBERY. THEY IN TURN 
ARE TOUGH CUSTOMERS, HAVE REPUTATION OF BEING RACISTS. (WE 
UNDERSTAND ALL BUT 3 ARE WHITE.) IN 1972 THERE WERE FATALITIES, 
INCLUDING SEVERAL BLACK PEDESTRIANS AND TAXI DRIVERS SLAIN IN 
RETALIATION BY ANGRY BLACK MOBS. WORST FLARE UP WAS CAZENGA 
RIOT IN SEPTEMBER 1972 (LUANDA 0430). 

3. TAXI DRIVERS APPEAR SPOILING FOR FIGHT. REACTION OF MILITARY 
POLICE MAY 27-28, HOWEVER, IS HOPEFUL SIGN IN OTHERWISE GLOOMY 
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ERRUPTION, ARMY CALLED IN LEADERS OF PROFESSIONAL DRIVERS 
SYNDICATE NIGHT OF MAY 28 AND GAVE THEM STIFF WARNING TO BEHAVE. 

(ACCORDING TO MILITARY SOURCE IT WAS POINTED OUT TOTAXI DRIVERS 
THAT MFA THREW OUT A WHOLE GOVERNMENT INCLUDING GENERALS; AND 
WOULD BE GLAD TO EVICT TAXI DRIVERS TOO.) 

4. COMMENT: WE NEVERTHELESS ANTICIPATE FURTHER TROUBLE FROM TAXI 
DRIVERS, UNLESS AND UNTIL THEY ARE DISARMED, WHICH SEEMS IMPRACTICAL 
(ESPECIALLY SINCE THEY APPEAR INCLINED TO USE THEIR VEHICLES AS 
ULTIMATE WEAPONS). 
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